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got such good workers, such an entrepre-
neurial spirit. And part of my job is to
make sure we preserve that spirit.

It's also an honor to be here on the
Mississippi River. The river really links our
country together, and so I'm going to start
here, and then I'm going to go down to
Missouri to talk to some farmers. And then
I'm going to go down to New Orleans, to
the Port of New Orleans, from whence
your product and the products you help
harvest leave our country for foreign mar-
kets.

It’'s my way of doing a couple of things:
one, reminding America about how impor-
tant the food and fiber system is to our
economy; reminding America that those
who grow food and those who help the
farmers harvest that food are an incredibly
important part to the future of our country.
The food and fiber industry represents $1.3
trillion of gross domestic product in the
year 2000. It employed over 24 million peo-
ple.

I'm also here not only to remind people
about the importance of food and fiber but
to remind people that we need to make
sure we create jobs in this country. And
I've got some ideas I want to share with
you on how we do just that. There’s no
better place to do this than on the mighty
Mississippi River.

I appreciate members of my Cabinet
traveling with me, Secretary Evans and
Secretary Veneman, both of whom are
doing a fine job representing all segments
of our society. I want to thank Members
of the United States Congress who are
here: Senator Harkin from Iowa, Senator
Fitzgerald from Illinois, thank you both for
being here. I appreciate a Member of the
United States House, Lane Evans, who rep-
resents this district. And they must have
changed the immigration laws because they
let two Congressmen from Iowa in here.
[Laughter] Congressman Ganske and Con-
gressman Leach, thank you both for com-

ing.
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I appreciate the mayor of East Moline
and the mayor of Moline for greeting me
here today. Thank you both for coming.
I want to thank the officers of John Deere.
I want to thank Bob Lane and John Gault.
And I want to thank Chuck Thompson and
all the hard-working folks here at this plant.
Thank you for greeting me. It's my honor
to be here.

The role of Government is not to create
wealth; the role of Government is to create
conditions in which jobs are created, in
which people can find work. And I want
to share with you some of my thoughts
about how best to do that.

The first condition to make sure that
people can find work is to make sure our
Nation is secure, secure against an enemy
that wants to attack us. That starts with
having a robust, active, strong homeland
security for our country.

People say, “What does that mean?”
Well, it means anytime you get a hint that
somebody wants to harm us, you do some-
thing about it. It means you share intel-
ligence with people all across the world,
so that we know if somebody is coming
our way. It means we've changed the na-
ture of our law enforcement, so that pre-
venting an attack is the number one priority
of the FBI and local law enforcement. It
means were going to have our ears up
and our eyes open. It means we’ll be alert.
And it means if we catch anybody trying
to harm America or thinking about harming
America, we're going to bring them to jus-
tice.

Bob mentioned the confidence of the
American consumer, and there’s no ques-
tion the attacks on America on 9/11 have
affected our confidence. But the more the
American citizen realizes that our Federal
Government in combination with State
Government and local authorities are work-
ing day-in and day-out to prevent any other
kind of attack, confidence will return.

But I want to remind my fellow citizens
this, that the best way to secure the home-
land of America is to find the enemy where



