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they think they can hide and bring them 
to justice, no matter where they are. It’s 
amazing to me that we’ve got an enemy, 
on the one hand, that’s willing to convince 
young males to commit suicide on behalf 
of a cause that’s empty and, at the same 
time, try to escape the justice of America 
in caves. They can run; they think they 
can hide. But this patient, strong Nation 
will stay on the job until we find them, 
rout them out, and get them. 

I’m proud of our military. And for those 
of you who have got sons and daughters 
or brothers and sisters or moms and dads 
wearing the uniform, you need to be proud, 
too. They’re accomplishing the mission that 
we set out, a mission that is dangerous, 
a mission that is just. After all, we are 
fighting for the freedoms: the freedom to 
live the life the way you want to, the free-
dom to worship the way you want to, and 
the chance for our children and our grand-
children to grow up in a peaceful and safe 
society. 

The enemy made a mistake: They 
thought this Nation was soft. They thought 
because we’re a wealthy nation that we 
wouldn’t rise to the occasion. Oh my, are 
they wrong. 

A second way to make sure we’ve got 
sustained economic growth is to make sure 
our public school system works well. Re-
cently, last week, I had the honor of trav-
eling the country touting the fact that I 
was able to sign a good education bill. I 
know I shocked people when I stood up 
and said, ‘‘Ted Kennedy is all right.’’ 
[Laughter] Probably shocked him more 
than anybody else. [Laughter] 

But we showed what can happen in 
Washington when you put party politics 
aside and focus on what’s good for the 
country. And what’s good for the country 
is to make sure our education system pro-
duces smart, intelligent, literate children. 
And this bill I signed goes a long way for 
helping. It’s a great piece of legislation, and 
I want to thank both Republicans and 
Democrats for working with me to get an 

education bill that America can be proud 
of. 

I believe the third condition necessary 
to make sure people can find work and 
those who have work can work harder is 
to make sure that we open up the world 
for American products. Fearful people want 
to build walls around America; confident 
people believe we ought to tear them 
down. I’m confident in the American work-
er. I know the American worker can 
outproduce anybody, anywhere in the 
world. I’m confident in the American farm-
er. I know the American farmer is more 
efficient and can raise more crop than any-
body, anywhere in the world. I’m confident 
we need to open up markets, not close 
them down. I’m confident we’ve got to get 
my friend Putin to be buying John Deere 
products. I’m confident what this Nation 
needs is to level the playing field and have 
trade that will create jobs all across Amer-
ica. 

The fourth ingredient is to make sure 
we’ve got an energy supply as we head 
into the future. I oftentimes talk about how 
important it is to have—to be able to grow 
your own food. Part of the national security 
of the country is to know that we’re self- 
sufficient when it comes to food produc-
tion, that we can grow our own food, we 
don’t have to rely upon another nation to 
feed our people. It’s one of the luxuries 
this Nation has. We don’t have the same 
luxury when it comes to energy. We are 
too reliant upon foreign sources of crude 
oil. We’ve got to do a better job of not 
only conserving energy, but it seems to 
make sense to me that when we’ve got 
energy on our own hemisphere and in our 
own States, we ought to explore for it, to 
make us less reliant. 

It’s in the national security interests of 
our country to have an energy policy. And 
we need to get Congress to act on a good 
one. It’s one that will make us less reliant. 
It’s one that encourages more conservation. 
And it’s one that’s good for American work-
ers and American jobs. 
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