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making sure our Nation is safe, in order 
to make sure—in order to make sure that 
there’s confidence in our economy and that 
the environment is good for job creation. 

My biggest job is to prevent the enemy 
from hitting us again, and that’s exactly 
what I’m going to do. We take homeland 
security very seriously in America now. I 
put a good man in place, Tom Ridge, to 
make sure that anytime we get any hint 
that anybody would try to harm America 
again, we’ll act, and we’ll act strong. If we 
get any scintilla of evidence that somebody 
may try to harm America, we will bring 
them to justice. 

I want to thank the law enforcement offi-
cers and officials who are on alert. And 
we’ve got to remain on alert. You see some-
thing unusual happening in your commu-
nity, contact the local law enforcement. 
We’re on the look. But the truth of the 
matter is, the best way to protect America 
is find the enemy where they hide and 
get them. 

I am so proud—I am so proud of those 
who wear our uniform. We have given 
them a big task, and they’re performing 
brilliantly. For those of you who may have 
a son or a daughter in our military, I want 
to thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
For those of you who have a husband or 
wife in the military or a mom or a dad, 
I want to thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Our military is doing us proud. 

We have sent them on a difficult mission. 
It is getting more difficult as time pro-
gresses. After all, we’ve got our troops now 
looking in caves, looking in villages, scour-
ing the countryside. When I first an-
nounced our mission, I told the American 
people it may take a while, that we must 
show discipline and resolve, and we must 
be steadfast in our purpose. And that’s ex-
actly what the American people—that’s how 
the American people are reacting. And for 
that I’m grateful, and so are our troops. 

We had objectives that our troops have 
accomplished. One, we said, ‘‘If you harbor 
a terrorist, if you hide a terrorist, if you 

feed a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the 
terrorist,’’ and the Taliban is paying a price. 
I hope you’re as proud as I am of the 
pictures of joy as our troops have liberated 
the women of Afghanistan, the Taliban. 
We’re not only fighting for freedom; we’re 
liberating people from the clutches of op-
pression. 

And now we’re after Al Qaida. They 
think they can run; they think they can 
hide from the mighty United States. But 
we’re patient; we’re strong; we’re resolved. 
We’re going to stay on the hunt until we 
bring them to justice. 

In order to make sure people can find 
work, we better make sure everybody in 
America is educated. I had an honor—I 
had the high honor of traveling our country 
last week with authors of a good education 
bill. It’s one, by the way, that says every 
child can learn—every child can learn. We 
must teach children the basics. And in re-
turn for help, you must show us—just like 
you say here in Missouri—whether or not 
children can read and write and add and 
subtract. And if they cannot, let’s correct 
problems early, before it’s too late. 

It also says, inherent in that bill, the peo-
ple who care more about the children in 
this part of the world are the moms and 
dads and teachers who live in this part of 
the world. We believe in local control of 
schools. 

I stood up in front of the American peo-
ple there on this trip, and I said, ‘‘You 
all may not believe this—certainly the peo-
ple in the Crawford, Texas, coffee shop 
may not believe it when I say it—but Ted 
Kennedy did a fine job on this bill.’’ 
[Laughter] I never thought I would hear 
myself say that. [Laughter] Of course, he 
never thought I would say it. [Laughter] 
But I meant it—I meant it. 

It goes to show what can happen when 
Republicans and Democrats set aside their 
political differences and focus on what’s 
right for America. Let me tell you what 
we need in Washington: We need people 
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