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I'm proud of the efforts of many all
around our country who are working end-
less hours to make America safe. But the
best way to make America safe is to hunt
the enemy down where he tries to hide
and bring them to justice, and that’s exactly
what we’re going to do.

I gave our military a mighty task, and
they have responded. I want to thank those
of you who have got relatives in the mili-
tary, a brother or a sister, or a son or
a daughter, or a mom or a dad. They have
made me proud, and I hope they made
you proud, as well.

We sent the military on a clear mission,
and that is to bring the evil ones to justice.
It's a mission, however, that I expanded
to include this: that if you hide a terrorist,
if you feed a terrorist, if you provide aid
and comfort for a terrorist, you're just as
guilty as the terrorist. That's why the
Taliban is no longer ruling Afghanistan.

I think that one of the most joyous things
for me is to see the faces of the Afghan
women as they have been liberated from
the oppression of the Taliban rule. Not only
is our military destroying those who would
harbor evil, destroying whatever military
they had, destroying their defenses, but
we're liberators. We're freeing women and
children from incredible oppression.

The humanitarian aid workers are home,
as part of the conditions I laid down for
the Taliban. The Taliban is in total rout.
But we haven't completed our mission yet.
And we're now at a very dangerous phase
of the war in the first theater, and that
is sending our boys and troops into the
caves. You see, we're fighting an enemy
that’s willing to send others to death, sui-
cide missions in the name of religion, and
they, themselves, want to hide in caves.

But you know something? We're not
going to tire. We’re not going to be impa-
tient. We're going to do whatever it takes
to find them and bring them to justice.
They think they can hide, but theyre not
going to hide from the mighty reach of
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the United States and the coalition we have
put together.

I see members of the FFA here. I want
you to know that the cause that our military
now wages is a just cause, it’s an important
cause, that I long for peace. But I also
understand that this Nation must lead the
war against terror if you and your children
and your grandchildren are going to grow
up and understand the freedoms that we
so enjoy in America; that if you and your
children and grandchildren can grow up in
a peaceful and hopeful world, now is the
time for this country to lead, and lead we
will.

I'm worried that the attacks on 9/11 have
affected the ability for people to find work,
and we're going to do something about it.
Not only are we going to make the home-
land secure, but we've done some things
in Washington that actually make sense.
[Laughter] And one of them is to pass a
good education bill that makes public edu-
cation a priority, that sets high standards,
that calls people into account if there’s fail-
ure, and that trusts the local people to run
their own schools.

I had the privilege of traveling the coun-
try last week with two Republicans and two
Democrats, the sponsors of the bills. One
of the Democrats happened to be Senator
Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts. Never
did I dream—{[laughter]—that I would say
good things about him. [Laughter] Never
did he dream that I would say good things
about him. [Laughter] But I can, because
he joined together with an administration
to come out with a bill that's a good bill.

It goes to show—this bill shows what
can happen in Washington when we’re will-
ing to put our political parties behind and
focus on what’s best for the United States
of America.

I'm going down to New Orleans tomor-
row. I like to go there. It's a nice place
to eat, and I'm going to be—([laughter].
I've got a lot of friends in Louisiana; it’s
right next to the State where I used to
be Governor. But I'm also going to remind



