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their own money. That’s Economics 101,
except it sounds like some of them hadn’t
taken the course in Washington. [Laughter]

There’s now some talk that maybe we
should raise taxes in a recession. That
would be a disaster for the American econ-
omy, and we’re not going to let it happen.
And one of the best parts of that bill, that
tax bill, was phasing out the death tax so
the American farmer can pass his assets
from one generation to the next.

And there are some things we ought to
do in Washington to help. We ought to
help people who lost their job on 9/11,
whose industries were affected as the result
of that attack. That means extending unem-
ployment benefits. That means helping peo-
ple with health care. But here’s the way
I think about it: People really don’t want
an unemployment check; they want a per-
manent paycheck. And therefore, we ought
to figure out ways to expand the job base
of America.

Every question ought to be, how do we
grow our economy in a smart way? There-
fore, I'm more than willing to work with
the Democrats and Republicans to help the
unemployed, but I ask them to think long
term for America. Accelerating depreciation
makes sense for people who buy equip-
ment. It makes sense to speed up the tax
relief. It makes sense to help low-income
taxpayers with money in their pocket to
enhance demand.

Oh, there’s some smart things we can
do to stimulate this economy, and there’s
some smart things we will do to make sure
that we've got a good farm bill. T look for-
ward to working with both political parties
to come up with a farm bill that meets
the following principles: One, it will be
generous and affordable. There will be
ample money in there to meet the needs,
and it's money that will fit into our budget.
Secondly, a farm bill must provide a safety
net for the American farmer without en-
couraging overproduction and thereby de-
pressing prices. Thirdly, the farm bill must
support our strong commitment to trade.
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Fifthly, it must offer incentives for good
conservation practices on working lands.
And finally, establish farm savings accounts
to help farmers manage risks.

These are sound principles which will en-
able the American farmer to plan, to think
ahead, to be able to survive in a down
time, and thrive when the markets get

ood. I look forward to working to get a
good farm bill, and I look forward to work-
ing with you to get a good farm bill.

Here are some practical steps to make
sure that our economy recovers: good edu-
cation—that will help in the long run, for
certain; good tax policy; a good stimulus
package; a good farm bill; good trade pol-
icy; and most importantly, homeland secu-
rity that keeps Americans safe.

You know, when the enemy hit us, I
was amazed to read that they really thought
we were soft. They kind of didn’t under-
stand America very well. They might have
been watching too much TV or something.
[Laughter] 1 don’t know what it was, but
they thought, “Well, we’ll hit them, and
then America will fold their tent.” We may
launch a cruise missile or two, but that
will be it. Man, did they make a big mis-
take.

They don’t understand how much we
love freedom and that we’re willing to fight
for it. They didn’t understand people—they
must not have understood people being on
a commercial airline, figuring—realizing
what was happening, then saying a prayer
and bringing the plane down to save others’
lives. They didn’t understand sacrifice. But
what they really don’t understand is the
character of the American people. They
don’t realize that this Nation is a nation
full of people who are determined and
strong but compassionate and loving.

A lot of times people ask me, “What
can I do in the war against terror?” Well,
obviously, if you see something unusual, re-
port it. Treat people with respect. Value
all religious—religions. But there are some
other things you can do. Fight evil with



