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good. We can fight terror using our mili-
tary, and we’re going to, of course. But 
we can fight terror and evil with acts of 
kindness, with millions of acts of kindness, 
all across the country. The best thing about 
America is the fact that that happens on 
a daily basis. There are people who walk 
across the street to a neighbor in need and 
say, ‘‘Can I help you? What can I do to 
help?’’ They find somebody who is shut 
in and say, ‘‘I’d like to just love you for 
a second.’’ It happens when Sunday schools 
or synagogues or mosques empty out, and 
they look for somebody to help. It happens 
when people raise money for a local char-
ity. It happens when somebody says, ‘‘I 
want to be a Boy Scout leader, to teach 
a child good values.’’ It happens when 

somebody mentors a child and teaches 
them how to read. 

The war on terror is a war we will fight 
on many fronts. It is a war we’re going 
to win on many fronts. It’s a war we’ll 
win at home because this is a compas-
sionate nation, full of decent and loving 
and caring people. And it is such an honor 
to be the President of the greatest nation 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for having me. God bless. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in 
the warehouse at the MFA Feed Mill. In his 
remarks, he referred to Roseann Blunt, wife 
of Representative Roy Blunt. 

Remarks in New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 15, 2002 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
It’s great to be back in what they call the 
Big Easy. As you might remember, I grew 
up in Texas and spent some quality time 
here in New Orleans. I forgot how good 
the food is. I’m going to have to spend 
about a week working off that baked Alaska 
that I had at Antoine’s. [Laughter] 

I didn’t have any pretzels last night for 
dinner. [Laughter] I learned my lesson: Al-
ways listen to your mother, who told me, 
‘‘Chew your pretzels before you swallow.’’ 
[Laughter] 

But thank you all for coming. It is a 
beautiful day in a great city and an impor-
tant part of our economy, and that is the 
Port of New Orleans. I want to thank Gary 
LaGrange, who is the executive director of 
this facility. I want to thank the Secretary 
of Commerce Don Evans, who is traveling 
with me. I want to thank the chairman 
of the Port of New Orleans Board of Com-
missioners. I want to thank Dave Wagner. 
I want to thank Jim Campbell, who is the 

president of the International Longshore-
men’s Association Number 3000. I want to 
thank all the hard-working longshoremen 
who are here to help make America grow. 

I want to thank my friend the Governor 
of the great State of Louisiana. What a 
piece of work that guy is. That’s why they 
love you, Mike. [Laughter] He knows how 
to tell the truth; he speaks plainly; and 
he’s doing a heck of a good job for the 
people of Louisiana. 

I want to thank Congressman David 
Vitter, who’s here today. I want to thank 
Congressman John Cooksey, who is with 
us, as well. Thank you both for coming. 

And I want to thank you all for coming 
out to say hello. It’s a great way to end 
my trip throughout America’s heartland. I 
started yesterday in Moline, Illinois, at a 
factory that makes harvesting equipment 
for John Deere. I told them I was coming 
down to New Orleans, and I said, ‘‘I’m 
going to come to the place where much 
of the equipment you manufacture is 
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