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But that’s not how this is going to work. 
You see, we’ve got people who send young-
sters to suicide missions, and they, them-
selves, hide in caves. Those are the kind 
of people we’re dealing with, but there’s 
not going to be enough caves in the world 
to hide them. 

Some may tire—some in our coalition 
may get tired of this effort, or some in 
our country may tire. But I can assure you, 
I’m not, because I view this as a moment— 
a defining moment in history, a moment 
when we must defend freedom, a moment 
when we must defend civilization, itself, a 
moment when this great Nation—in which 
this great Nation must lead the world— 
must lead the world—to make sure our 
children and grandchildren can grow up in 
a peaceful and secure society. 

In order to make sure people can find 
work, we better make sure we educate the 
people of our country. I had the real privi-
lege last week of traveling the country, 
touting a good education bill, a bill that 
is going to make sure every child gets edu-
cated and no children get left behind. 

One of the things that I really, really 
appreciate about Governor Foster is that 
he understands that we better hold people 
accountable in education. Otherwise, some 
are going to get left behind. I’m real proud 
of the education reforms that Mike Foster 
has put in place. 

I believe strongly, every child in America 
can learn. I believe that, and I believe our 
public school systems can teach every child 
in America how to read and write and add 
and subtract. And I took that message up 
to Washington and worked with both Re-
publicans and Democrats to get a good bill 
out that sets high standards, that says, ‘‘If 
you take money, you need to show us 
whether or not children can read and write 
and add and subtract,’’ a good bill that fo-
cuses on making sure every child is literate, 
a bill that helps teachers teach reading 
using a curriculum that works, and a bill 
that says the good folks of Louisiana can 

run their schools better than bureaucrats 
in Washington, DC. 

And one of my traveling mates was Ted 
Kennedy, the Senator from Massachusetts. 
I’ve said good things about him. [Laughter] 
He nearly fell out. [Laughter] So did the 
boys at the Crawford coffee shop. [Laugh-
ter] But I said it because he worked hard 
to get a good bill; he worked with a Repub-
lican administration to get a good piece 
of education reform. We showed what can 
happen in Washington when you put your 
political parties aside and focus on what’s 
best for the United States of America. 

And that’s what’s got to happen on this 
issue of trade. One of the reasons I’m trav-
eling down the spine of America and on 
the mighty Mississippi is because I want 
to remind our fellow citizens how important 
trade is. It’s important to these workers 
that we trade. The people who are loading 
these ships load them because we’re trading 
around the world. The farmers who are 
selling product can sell more if we trade. 
And if the farmers sell more of their prod-
uct, we can sell more of the machines 
made in Moline, Illinois, so the good folks 
up there, the UAW workers, can work. 

I’m worried about jobs. And I believe 
if you trade more, there are more jobs 
available for hard-working Americans. 
There are some who play politics with the 
trade issue; they want to shut down trade. 
I like to remind people, those who shut 
down trade aren’t confident. They’re not 
confident in the American worker; they’re 
not confident in the American entre-
preneur; they’re not confident in American 
products. 

I’m just the opposite. I know we got 
the best workers in the world; I know we 
can make the best products in the world. 
And therefore, we ought to have free and 
fair trade around the world. I’m not the 
only one that feels that way. Some of the 
longshoremen that I met coming in said, 
‘‘We need trade so I can keep working.’’ 
I got a nice letter from your mayor. He 
said, you know, he’s sorry he couldn’t see 
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