
73 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Jan. 15 

a paycheck, and we ought to figure out 
ways to increase jobs. 

An energy plan will help create jobs; a 
trade bill will create jobs. And we need 
a stimulus plan that says, ‘‘Let’s be smart. 
Let’s encourage entrepreneurs and people 
who buy equipment, and let’s accelerate 
the tax relief so that this economy will 
grow, so that people who want to work 
can find work.’’ There is no reason why 
we can’t work together to get a good bill 
done for the American people. 

I like my job a lot. It’s a huge honor 
to live in the White House, and I want 
to report that Laura is doing a fabulous 
job. What a great, great First Lady. She’s 
happy, and that’s really important. [Laugh-
ter] And it’s an honor to represent you 
in Washington, but I really enjoy traveling 
our country, as well. I like to get out. I 
like to move around, because it is—one, 
it reminds me of the true strength of Amer-
ica. And the true strength of our country 
is not in our Capital. We’ve got a great 
system; no question about it. We’ve got 
a fantastic Constitution. But the true 
strength of America really are the American 
people—is the American people. That’s the 
true strength. The true strength is the 
American citizens, people of good heart. 

The enemy didn’t understand our coun-
try. You know, they thought we were so 
materialistic that we were soft. They 
thought we cared more about ourselves 
than we cared about something greater 
than ourselves. But they were wrong. They 
didn’t understand the character of America. 
They don’t know how tough we can be— 
they didn’t realize how tough we could be 
if we decided to be tough. They thought 
we would be impatient, and they’re wrong. 
They thought we’d get tired early. They 
don’t understand us. 

A lot of people say, ‘‘Well, what can I 
do to help fight the war on terror?’’ Well, 
one, be alert. If you see something hap-
pening that’s unusual, report to the local 
law enforcement. Let them know. But the 
other thing is, is that in order to fight evil, 

I think one way you do it is to fight it 
with good—acts of kindness and decency. 
In order to fight the evil ones and not 
let their way of life stand, one thing Ameri-
cans can do is to love a neighbor. 

I want to not only unleash our military 
and the might of our military; I also want 
to help unleash the compassion of the 
American people. A soldier in the war on 
terror is somebody who mentors a child 
or somebody who walks across the street 
to a shut-in neighbor and says, ‘‘How can 
I brighten your day? What can I do to 
love you?’’ A soldier in the war on terror 
is a mom or a dad who surrounds—who 
hugs their children on a daily basis and 
says to a child, ‘‘I love you more than any-
thing in life.’’ Somebody who wants to fight 
evil with goodness is somebody who wants 
to get involved in their school system and 
praises the teacher or helps the education, 
somebody who goes to a church or a syna-
gogue or mosques and says, ‘‘What can 
we—how can we form a faith-based pro-
gram to help change people’s lives by 
changing their hearts?’’ 

The enemy has awakened a mighty na-
tion. They made us angry, but they’ve also 
made us hopeful because we fully under-
stand the true strength of our country lies 
in the hearts and souls of a wonderful, fan-
tastic group of people. 

It is my honor to be your President. It’s 
my honor to be here in New Orleans. May 
God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you very much. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. on 
the Nashville Avenue Wharf at the Port of 
New Orleans. In his remarks, he referred to 
Gary P. LaGrange, executive director, and 
Dave A. Wagner, chief operating officer, Port 
of New Orleans; Francis E. ‘‘Hank’’ 
Lauricella, chairman, Board of Commis-
sioners of the Port of New Orleans; Gov. M.J. 
‘‘Mike’’ Foster of Louisiana; and Mayor Marc 
H. Morial of New Orleans. The Office of the 
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