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Jan. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

The American people are patient, very 
patient, and for that, I’m grateful. I appre-
ciate so very much the fact that the Ameri-
cans from all walks of life have stepped 
back and have figured out that this is going 
to require a lot of effort and energy to 
succeed in our war against terror. And I 
want to thank you for your patience. We’re 
now in a dangerous phase of the first front 
in the war against terror. Because of the 
terrain in Afghanistan and because there’s 
still hostile elements, we’re pursuing our 
objective cave by cave. You see, the people 
that tend to send young, innocent boys to 
their death in the name of Allah want to 
save their own skins by hiding in caves. 
And I’ve told the world, just like I’ve told 
our military, we will do whatever it takes 
to bring them to justice. They think they 
can run, and they think they can hide, be-
cause they think this country is soft and 
impatient. But they are going to continue 
to learn the terrible lesson that says, don’t 
mess with America. 

This conflict will have its casualties as 
we pursue our objective. And we mourn 
for Sergeant Nathan Chapman, and we 
pray with his family for God’s blessings on 
them. Nathan lost his life yesterday, but 
I can assure the parents and loved ones 
of Nathan Chapman that he lost his life 
for a cause that is just and important. And 
that cause is the security of the American 
people, and that cause is the cause of free-
dom and a civilized world. 

Our hunt for any terrorist activity is not 
just confined to Afghanistan. I truly believe 
this is a defining moment in history, and 
this country must lead. We must seize the 
moment. We must make our country and 
other countries that embrace freedom a 
place where children can grow up in peace 
and be able to realize their dreams. And 
therefore, we must find terror where it ex-
ists and pull it out by the roots and bring 
it to justice. Terror is evil, and wherever 
evil exists, the free nations of the world 
must come together in a massive coalition 
that says, terror will not stand. And the 

United States is ready to lead that coalition, 
not only in Afghanistan but wherever we 
find terror. 

And we’re making good progress. We’re 
cutting off their money. There’s going to 
be all kinds of fronts in this war on terror, 
and one of them is the financial front. They 
like to move money around, and obviously, 
in order to fight a war against the United 
States or any of our allies or anybody who 
embraces freedom, you’ve got to have 
money. And so they set up front groups, 
groups that sound good, the such-and-such 
foundation for making sure people have got 
a good life. And yet what ends up hap-
pening is, a chunk of that money ends up 
in the pockets of evil people who don’t 
respect civilization, who don’t like freedom, 
who resent the fact that men and women 
should be free. And so, we’re working with 
our allies in our coalition to cut off their 
money. And we’re beginning to have an 
effect. We’re beginning to have good 
progress about finding who is funding 
them, and we’re chasing the money all the 
way to the source. And when we find some-
body in some country who is writing checks 
on behalf of groups of people that would 
hurt us, we’re asking that country to hold 
them accountable. 

You see, there’s no shades of gray in 
this war against terror. Either you’re with 
the United States, or you’re not with the 
United States. And because this Nation has 
shown such strong resolve and unity, be-
cause we’re patient, and because we’re 
going to be successful in the first theater, 
a lot of the fence-sitters or those who 
would like to be on the fence are beginning 
to realize it’s in their best interests to be 
with us. 

The Nation is united, and there is a re-
solve and a spirit that is just so fantastic 
to feel. And I am obviously grateful to be 
the President of such a strong and vibrant 
land. 

We have responded to the issues abroad 
with unanimity and clarity of purpose and 
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