
22

Jan. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

tested. In times of crisis, we will act deci-
sively. And in times of calm, we’ll be fo-
cused and patient and relentless in our pur-
suit of the enemy. That’s what we owe the 
American people. 

We’re not waiting for another attack. We 
can’t wait for another attack to employ the 
full power of America in this cause. We’re 
acting now to protect the American people 
and to shape a future of peace. This war, 
like others, is not going to be won on the 
defensive. So we’re going to take this fight 
to the enemy. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And we’re making good 

progress. We’re making good progress. 
Working with our friends and allies, we 
have freed the people of Afghanistan from 
one of the most brutal regimes in the his-
tory of mankind. We enforced a clear doc-
trine that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, 
if you feed a terrorist, if you hide a ter-
rorist, you’re just as guilty as the terrorists,’’ 
and the Taliban knows what we meant. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. We’ve destroyed camps 

where terrorists train. There used to be 
camps. The United States military showed 
up. There are not any camps in Afghani-
stan.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. We’ve emptied caves 

where they hid. See, they used to think 
they could hide. But you can’t hide from 
the United States of America. You may 
hide for a brief period of time, but pretty 
soon we’re going to put the spotlight on 
you, and we’ll bring you to justice. 

We’ve cut off millions of dollars that the 
enemy was using to fund operations. We’re 
working with friends and allies around the 
world, and we’re hauling them in, one by 
one. Some have met their fate by sudden 
justice. Some are now answering questions 
at Guantanamo Bay. In either case, they’re 
no longer a problem to the United States 
of America and our friends. 

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. We do not yet have all 
the terrorists, but they’re all on the run. 
And if they listen carefully, they will hear 
behind them the mighty footsteps of the 
United States of America. 

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. And we’re not quitting. 

We’ll fight this war on many fronts, with 
many tools. Our intelligence operations are 
tracking the terrorists. We’re sharing intel-
ligence with other countries that share our 
desire for peace. Our allies are keeping the 
peace and helping us keep the peace in 
Afghanistan. We’re hunting the terrorists on 
every continent. See, they’re in over 60 dif-
ferent countries. 

We’ve got a vast coalition of people 
bound by this principle: Either you’re with 
us, or you’re with the enemy; either you’re 
with those who love freedom, or you’re 
with those who hate innocent life. Our coa-
lition is strong, and we’re keeping it strong. 
And we’re on the hunt. We’re chasing them 
down one by one. 

And as well, we’re confronting the threat 
of outlaw regimes who seek weapons of 
mass destruction. Different circumstances 
require different strategies, from the pres-
sure of diplomacy to the prospect of force. 
Yet in every case, the resolve of our Nation 
is the same: We must and we will protect 
the American people and our friends and 
allies from catastrophic violence, wherever 
the source, whatever the threat. 

In the case of North Korea, the world 
must continue to speak with one voice, to 
turn that regime away from its nuclear am-
bitions.

In the case of Iraq, the world has already 
spoken with one voice. The Iraqi regime 
has a duty under Security Council resolu-
tions to declare and destroy all of its weap-
ons of mass destruction. That’s what the 
world has said. That’s what the United 
States expects from Saddam Hussein. 

The Iraqi regime is a grave threat to 
the United States. The Iraqi regime is a 
threat to any American and to threats who 
are friends of America. Why do I say that? 


