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who wants to find work can find a job.
So today I'm announcing a growth-and-jobs
plan to strengthen America’s economy, spe-
cific proposals to increase the momentum
of our economic recovery.

And this is a good city to give it in.
This is one of America’s great cities. And
one of the reasons why is because you have
a great mayor in Richard Daley. We're
from different political parties, but we have
some things in common: We both married
above ourselves. [Laughter] It is good to
see the first lady of Chicago here. Thank
you for coming. We both have famous and
influential brothers. [Laughter] Our dads
spent a little time in politics. [Laughter]
And we love our country more than we
love our political parties. The thing I like
most about the mayor is he gets the job
done for the people of Chicago. And Mr.
Mayor, I'm proud to call you friend.

And T want to thank another proud son
of Chicago, Rod Blagojevich, for being with
us today as well. He’s soon to have the
second-best job in America, being a Gov-
ernor. I congratulate him on his election.
I look forward to working with him for
the good of Illinois and for the good of
our country. Thank you for coming, Gov-
ernor-elect. I appreciate you being here.

I flew in today with the Senator from
Hlinois, Peter Fitzgerald. I appreciate his
leadership. I appreciate his friendship. And
as we speak, the Senate is debating the
Fitzgerald bill which will extend unemploy-
ment benefits to those who are looking for
work in America. And Peter, I want to
thank you for your leadership on this im-
portant issue.

And on that very same airplane was trav-
eling with me Steve Friedman, who is the
new Director of the National Economic
Council. I'm honored that such a respected
economic leader has agreed to join my ad-
ministration. I appreciate the fact that he’s
willing to take time away from a com-
fortable private life to serve our country.
He is a strong addition to a great economic
team, and I want to thank him for his will-

ingness to serve America. Thank you for
coming, Steve.

I've also named two other good people
to join this team. ]ohn Snow is my nominee
to serve as the Secretary of Treasury. Bill
Donaldson is my nominee to be the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. They will fill essential positions in
my administration, and I urge the Congress
to confirm them quickly.

As the new Congress meets today, our
duties to this Nation are clear. We have
a responsibility to meet great dangers to
our country, wherever they gather. We will
continue to hunt down the terrorists all
across the world. Cell by cell, we are dis-
rupting their plans. One by one, we're
showing these merciless killers the meaning
of justice.

We're also confronting the outlaw regime
in Iraq that lives by violence and deception
and is arming to threaten the civilized
world. The world’s demands are clear: For
the sake of peace, Saddam Hussein must
disarm himself of all weapons of mass de-
struction and prove that he has done so.
Should he choose the other course, in the
name of peace, the United States will lead
a coalition of the willing to disarm the Iraqi
regime of weapons of mass destruction and
free the Iraqi people.

And we're dealing with North Korea as
well. It’s a regime that has expelled inter-
national inspectors and is attempting to
defy the world through its nuclear weapons
program. The United States and other na-
tions will confront this threat as well. In
this case, I believe that by working with
countries in the region, diplomacy will
work. We have no aggressive intent, no ar-
gument with the North Korean people.
We're interested in peace on the Korean
Peninsula.

As we deal with the dangers of our time,
different circumstances require different
strategies. Yet our resolve in each case will
be clear: We will not permit any regime
to threaten the freedom and security of
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