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through.” So we not only need to make
sure the money is there, but we've got to
make sure the attitude changes. And the
accountability systems within the No Child
Left Behind Act insist that we have an atti-
tude change in America. That’s what this
says.

One year ago, we met the first challenge
of education reform. We passed the law.
And now we've got another challenge, and
that’s the implementation of this law. Today
we honor five States; there are 45 more
to go. Some of the education leaders of
those States are here. We look forward to
seeing your plans. We look forward to see-
ing the spirit of the No Child Left Behind
law in your plans. We look forward to
strong accountability systems. We look for-
ward to seeing the implementation of cur-
ricula that works. We look forward to the
hiring of principals who know how to lead
a school. We look forward to rewarding
teachers who are not only lending their

hearts but their talents to make sure no
child gets left behind. We look forward to
a culture in America that understands every
child can learn. And we look forward to
the day that no child in this country is
ever left behind.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Keith Owen, prin-
cipal, Beulah Heights Elementary School in
Pueblo, CO; and G. Reid Lyon, chief, Child
Development and Behavior Branch, National
Institute of Child Health and Human Devel-
opment, National Institutes of Health. He
also referred to the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (IDEA) (Public Law No.
91-230); and Title I of the Improving Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No.
103-382), which amended Title I of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (Public Law No. 89-10).
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The President. Thank you all for coming
today. I'm going to have a statement, and
then we’ll ask you to leave so we can get
down to our business.

I want to welcome Members of the Sen-
ate and the House, both Republicans and
Democrats, for this, the first of many meet-
ings we'll have this year to figure out how
we can work together and get some things
done on behalf of the American people.

Yesterday and today the Senate and the
House acted on behalf of the unemployed
workers of America. I have the extension
of unemployment benefits in front of me.
I want to congratulate Senators Frist and
Daschle and Speaker Hastert and Leader
Pelosi for the good work on behalf of the
American workers.
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And right now it is my honor to sign
this piece of legislation, which should bring
some comfort to those of our fellow citizens
who need extra help during the time in
which they try to find a job. So congratula-
tions for a good job, and it's my honor

to sign the bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. 1 signed this, and I intend
to sign a lot of other bills this year. And
I know the only reason I'll be able to do
so is because we're going to work together.
We owe that to the American people. It's
the spirit that now prevails in this room.
And T look forward to working with Mem-
bers of both parties to get a lot done to



