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See, back in 1996, they were spending 
$7,000 per family to help people get to 
work. Under this budget request, the ex-
penditure will be $16,000 per family. If 
7,000 was good enough in 1996, it seems 
like 16,000 is good enough into ’03 to help 
people get ahead. 

It’s important for Congress to authorize 
funding not just for next year but for the 
next 5 years, so that people who are work-
ing to help people understand there’s a 
steady stream of funds that will help with 
the planning. 

It’s also important for Congress to work 
with us to get a Faith-Based Initiative 
going. I did a lot through an Executive 
order the other day that said faith programs 
will not be discriminated against at the 
Federal level. But the Faith-Based Initia-
tive is a part of welfare reform. It’s one 
thing to help a person get the job skills 
necessary, but a lot of times we need to 
help people with their hearts and their 
souls. And the only place to find that help 
is in the faith-based community. And so, 
therefore, I’m still going to stay strong on 
the Faith-Based Initiative, because I know 
of the hope and promise found in our 
churches and synagogues and mosques— 
hope and promise that can’t be duplicated 
at the Federal level. 

And as we encourage work and welfare, 
we’ve also got to encourage growth in our 
economy. I’m aware of that. And that’s why 
I introduced a plan to build on the eco-
nomic momentum we have going for us. 
We’ve come out of recession. The enemy 
hit us, and that hurt our economy. We had 
a few of our corporate citizens thought they 
could fudge the numbers, not tell the truth, 
so there’s a—kind of startled our investor 
class, and the American people were 
shocked by the fact that too many citizens 
weren’t telling the truth. So I signed a law 
that’s going to hold people to account, and 
we’re after them. For those who have 
cooked the books, there’s going to be a 
consequence. We’re regaining the con-

fidence in the numbers now being put 
forth.

We’re slowly but surely coming out of 
the three hits to our economy, and we need 
to do more. And that’s why I’ve argued 
the more people have in their pocket, the 
more they’re likely to spend. And when 
they spend money, it’s more likely to pro-
vide jobs for people. It’s the strength of 
our economy. And it’s important for Con-
gress to work with me to encourage con-
sumers to have more money, investors to 
have more money, to take care of the aged 
in their retirement. And the plans I laid 
out recognize that the money we spend 
here isn’t the Government’s money; it’s the 
people’s money. And the more money the 
people have in their pocket, the more likely 
this economy is going to grow. And as the 
economy grows, it’s more likely we’re going 
to have success in helping people. 

And the other thing we can do is to 
do a better job for unemployed Americans 
through what I call Reemployment Ac-
counts. These accounts will provide up to 
$3,000 per person to help pay for training, 
childcare, moving expenses, or other costs 
of finding a job. It is a—provides incentive 
for people who are looking for work. If 
you find a job before the 3,000 runs out, 
then you get to keep the remainder, the 
balance. In other words, it’s additional 
money to help people find work. It’s money 
on top of the current system. 

It’s money that—that will recognize that 
power is best when it’s disbursed to the 
people we’re trying to help. It will help 
States on the frontlines of where there’s 
unemployment or chronic unemployment. 
It’s a good idea. I hope Congress acts as 
quickly as possible. I mean, the idea is that 
we want to help people. That’s what we 
ought to do in America. We want to help 
people who, in this land of plenty, have 
overcome some incredibly tough times be-
cause of the lack of things, sometimes the 
lack of love, sometimes the lack of help, 
sometimes the lack of education. In a land 
where we’ve got an awful lot, there are 


