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still a lot of people who hurt, too many
who hurt. And the role of Government is
to help those good folks realize their poten-
tial. Everybody has got potential. Every-
body has got worth. Everybody has got
value. And the role of this Government is
to help those people realize their value and
worth.

Today we've got Pamela Hedrick with
us today. She can talk about this better
than I can talk about it, because she’s what
we call a success story—somebody who is
willing to share her story with the good
folks here in the White House.

So, Pamela, thank you for coming. I look
forward to hearing what you have to say.

[At this point, Pamela Hedrick made brief
remarks. |

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Thanks for coming. I appreciate you all
coming. For those of you who have got
some influence up on Capitol Hill, remind
them, it works. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:44 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Woodson,
Sr., founder and president, National Center
for Neighborhood Enterprise; and John
Henry Gregory, founder and chief executive
officer, The Enrichment Association of Com-
munity Healing (TEACH).

Videotaped Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Act Forum

January 15, 2003

Thank you very much. And thank you,
Ambassador  Zoellick, for leading the
United States delegation to this historic
gathering. And thanks to the other U.S.
Government  officials, including Sam
Bodman, Andrew Natsios, and others, for
attending this forum.

I also thank you all for the honor of
addressing this important meeting. I'm dis-
appointed I'm not able to join you in per-
son. I still look forward to visiting Africa
later this year. I'm grateful to Prime Min-
ister Jugnauth for hosting this forum. And
to all the ministers and delegates and
guests from our fellow AGOA nations, I
extend the good wishes of the American
people.

All of us share a common vision for the
future of Africa. We look to the day when
prosperity for Africa is built through trade
and markets. We see a continent at peace,
where the people of Africa obtain education
and medical care and live in freedom. And
we're making great progress, as shown by
last month’s free elections in Kenya.
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Yet fulfilling this vision is the work of
many years. It will require hard effort and
true leadership and a rejection of some old
ways. And in this great work, you will al-
ways have a partner in the United States.

Every nation that seeks peace faces a
common enemy today in global terror. The
recent attacks in Mombasa remind us that
Africa is on the frontlines of the war against
terror. All our citizens know the awful price
of terror, and we will not rest until we
have defeated terrorism in all its forms.

In this struggle, my country is grateful
for the crucial support and friendship we
have received from the nations of Africa.
You've stood with us against a deadly
threat. And we will stand with you to help
bring an end to the terrible regional con-
flicts that bring so much suffering to inno-
cent Africans, from Congo to Sudan to the
Ivory Coast.

Safety from violence is the most basic
condition of better lives for the people of
Africa. And now and in years to come, we
will continue working to expand trade be-
tween America and the African Continent.



