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And that problem is the fact that our med-
ical liability system is broken, and there-
fore, a lot of Americans don’t have access 
to affordable health care. And I’m here to 
declare in Pennsylvania, I intend to work 
with Congress to do something about it 
and fix the problem. 

And we’re going to need your help. De-
mocracy can respond. People in Wash-
ington tend to respond when the people 
speak. [Laughter] So I’m going to spend 
a little time today encouraging you and 
those who may be watching on TV to start 
speaking on your behalf, to make sure that 
you can afford health care in America. 

I’m traveling today with some mighty 
fine folks. One person decided to go back 
to Washington to represent Pennsylvania’s 
interest on the Senate floor. He flew up 
with me. I talked to him about this issue, 
and that’s Senator Arlen Specter. I want 
to thank him for his friendship. It looks 
like they’re finally getting organized in the 
United States Senate. And they might start 
voting on the appropriations bill for ’03, 
which would be helpful. [Laughter]

I also was traveling with Jim Greenwood. 
I’m honored that Jim was on the plane. 
Jim was a sponsor in the House of Rep-
resentatives of the legislation which I’m 
going to talk to you about today and which 
I hope I’m able to sign into law this year, 
to help the doctors and patients in the 
State of Pennsylvania. I appreciate you. 

Paul Kanjorski is here as well, the Mem-
ber of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. Paul, I’m honored you are 
here. The issue we’re talking today about 
is not a Republican issue. It’s not a Demo-
crat issue. It’s an issue which affects people 
from all walks of life, and it’s an issue 
which must be solved. 

A man who used to represent Scranton 
is Don Sherwood—I appreciate Don and 
his friendship—thank you for coming. With 
us as well is two other fine members of 
the congressional delegation from Pennsyl-
vania, Todd Platts and Pat Toomey, and 

I want to thank you guys for being here 
today.

I’m honored that the mayor of Scranton, 
Chris Doherty, is here with us. Mr. Mayor, 
thank you. He was standing out there in 
the cold, waiting for Air Force One. That’s 
beyond the call of duty, I want you to 
know. [Laughter] But thank you, sir. 

I appreciate so very much the attorney 
general of the State of Pennsylvania, my 
friend Mike Fisher. I’m glad you’re here, 
Mike. John Perzel is here, from—rep-
resenting the House of Delegates, along 
with the senators and members of the 
House from this part of Pennsylvania. I’m 
honored you guys are here. Thank you for 
coming. Thank you for your interest in this 
issue.

Today when I arrived, I met Ed Gilmar-
tin. He’s what we call a USA Freedom 
Corps greeter. He is a volunteer with the 
Goodwill Industries of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. I want to thank Ed for coming. 
I want to thank him for working with 
Goodwill. He is a reminder that while one 
of us can’t do everything to help heal the 
hurt of America, each of us can do some-
thing to help make somebody’s life in your 
community a better place, and that, as we 
continue our struggle against people who 
are evil who would want to hurt America, 
that we can do so not only through the 
use of our great military, but we can do 
so by doing some good in our communities 
in order to fight evil. Each of us can do 
some good by loving a neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

See, we’ve got some big problems in this 
country. I’m here to talk about one prob-
lem, but we’ve got some others. One is, 
how best to secure the peace. And one 
way to secure the peace is never to forget 
what happened to us on September the 
11th and hunt the killers down, one by 
one, and bring them to justice, which is 
what America is going to do. 

We will continue to confront problems 
before they become acute. We understand 
that the world was changed on September 


