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the 11th. Oceans no longer protect us from
threats that may mass overseas. And that’s
why T've been clear about my desire to
keep the peace by confronting Mr. Saddam
Hussein. It's his choice to make. It's up
to Mr. Saddam Hussein to do what the
entire world has asked him to do. The
world overwhelmingly, through the U.N.
Security Council, said, “Mr. Saddam Hus-
sein, disarm for the name of peace.” It’s
his choice to make. So far, the evidence
hasn’t been very good that he is disarming,
and time is running out. At some point
in time, the United States’ patience will
run out. In the name of peace, if he does
not disarm, I will lead a coalition of the
willing to disarm Saddam Hussein. We will
deal with those problems overseas, and we
will deal with the problems we have at
home as well.

We've got an economy that is not as
strong as it should be, and therefore, I've
proposed to Congress ways to strengthen
the economy, starting with this principle:
It is best to let Americans have more of
their own money if youre worried about
economic vitality.

If you want people to find work, if you're
worried about somebody looking for a job,
like T am, the best way to encourage eco-
nomic growth is to let people have more
of their own money. And one of the lessons
that I keep trying to explain to Wash-
ington—and, of course, these Members
don’t need to hear it—is that the money
we spend in Washington is not the Govern-
ment’s money; it’s the people’s money.

I look forward to working with Congress.
I look forward to working with Congress
to create an environment in which the
small businesses grow to be big businesses,
in which the entrepreneurial spirit is strong
and, most importantly, in which people who
are looking for a job can find work.

But the problem I want to talk today
is the problem with our health care system.
I hope you're as proud of our health care
system as I am. I mean, were great at
what we do. We've got great doctors in

America, incredibly skilled, well-trained,
compassionate people who care deeply for
their patients. We've got great nurses in
America, people who love their patients.
We've got fine hospitals, fine researchers.
We're on the leading edge of technological
change in this country. We make new dis-
coveries all the time. We develop new
cures, and therefore, we develop new hopes
for people who are sick. We're good at
what we do, and I'm proud of the health
care system of America.

But we've got some problems. And one
of my jobs is to talk plainly about the prob-
lems and encourage people to find solutions
to the problems and then get them to act.
We've got a problem because too many
of our citizens go without health care.
That's why I proposed refundable tax cred-
its to empower people to be able to have
the capacity to get into the marketplace
to purchase health care.

We've got a lot of people who go to
emergency rooms for primary care, which
strains our emergency rooms. It makes it
hard on the community hospitals. That’s
why I'm for community health centers, re-
alistic, smart ways to make sure people can
get primary health care who don’t have it.

Our seniors need to have a reformed
Medicare plan which includes prescription
drugs. We've got a system that’s stuck in
the past. Medicare is stuck. Medicine has
become modern, and Medicare hadn’t. And
it seems like to me a good place for Con-
gress to start is to take a look at their
own health care system. Theyve got choice
in the system. Congressmen and Senators
and their staffs can pick and choose the
plan that meets them best. It seems to
me a good principle for our seniors, to
trust our seniors to make the right decisions
for them.

And medical care is expensive. Out of
$100 spent in this country, $11 goes to
pay for health care. Costs are rising at the
fastest rate in nearly a decade. I mean,
that’s a problem. Most costs in our econ-
omy are pretty well under control. Inflation
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