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House and Senate leaders, in the mid-
dle of the night, insisted that the rules
be broken to include it.

This process is not fair to the Senate,
and certainly not fair to the U.S. mili-
tary, and certainly—certainly—not fair
to the American people. It is time we
said no to an abuse of power, no to
those who seek to abuse the rules in
the name of special interests, and no to
turning the Senate into the House of
Representatives.

We have rules for a reason. We have
rules in the Senate for a reason. Why?
To create stability. It creates cer-
tainty. These rules serve the majority,
and they serve the minority, and they
should not be broken because of special
interests. They should not be broken
because of the powerful.

I am going to vote against cloture
today. Now, I know there are some in
the majority who have threatened var-
ious things if cloture is not invoked.
But I say, Mr. President, thankfully,
we have Senator STEVENS’ own words
to tell us what will happen. Here is
what the distinguished Senator from
Alaska said, the bill manager. He told
the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, this
past Sunday:

If a Senate filibuster over ANWR stops the
defense bill, the legislation can be quickly
modified and passed so there is no impact on
the military’s finances.

He went on to say:

If we lose, then . . . ANWR will be out.

It is that simple. Senator STEVENS is
a man of his word, as he stated on the
floor today. And he said if we don’t get
cloture, the bill goes back to the con-
ferees. Mr. President, I do not know
how this vote is going to turn out. We
all know it is very close. But I hope
ANWR gets taken out. All of us stand
with our troops. And all of us want to
do what is right for the Senate and for
our country. That is why our best
course of action is to vote ‘‘no’’ on clo-
ture and follow the roadmap Senator
STEVENS himself has provided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. FRIST. America is watching
what this body does. And America tells
us to win the war on terror. Do not ac-
cept retreat and defeat. America is
watching this body, and they are tell-
ing us to do something about energy
prices, that of home heating oil and
gasoline prices, and to increase the en-
ergy supply in this country.

America tells us to strengthen our
porous borders, to enforce the laws of
the land. We are a nation of laws. Yes,
we are a nation of immigrants, a won-
derful nation of immigrants, but a na-
tion of laws.

America tells us to support the vic-
tims of Hurricanes Rita and Katrina,
and what we are about to vote on in
this bill is all of the above. The Demo-
crats should not filibuster our Defense
appropriations bill. And that is what
we will be voting on in a few minutes.

We are a nation at war. Right now,
our troops are engaged on the battle-
field with a determined enemy. The
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consequences of failure to invoke clo-
ture on this Defense appropriations
bill, when we have troops in the field,
are grave. We have a responsibility not
only to fully support our troops when
they are at war but a responsibility
also to secure our economic viability.
We need to reduce that dependence—
that dangerous dependence—on foreign
sources of oil.

The ANWR provision promises to
unlock up to 14 billion barrels of oil,
nearly 1 million barrels a day at full
production. ANWR has been deter-
mined by experts to be the single larg-
est and most promising onshore oil re-
serve in North America. We need to put
these energy resources to work for
America to reduce those prices, which
every American feels, for our economic
security and, indeed, for our national
security.

The ANWR provision is responsible.
It is reasonable. It is critical to meet-
ing our economic and security prior-
ities.

And then we have the victims of Hur-
ricanes Rita and Katrina. They have
suffered terrible loss—we have suffered
with them—and devastation. This bill,
the bill we are about to vote upon, in-
cludes a long-term funding stream for
gulf coast recovery, as well as the most
significant Katrina aid recovery pack-
age that Congress has yet allocated, in-
cluding funds to immediately strength-
en and repair the New Orleans levees.

The Defense bill provides $3 billion
for border security to tighten those
borders. We are a nation of laws. It is
time to enforce them. There is $1 bil-
lion for interoperable communications
equipment, the first priority of the 9/11
Commission.

We have long-term funding, as Sen-
ator GREGG has spoken to, to help low-
income Americans pay their heating
bills this winter. I am disturbed—dis-
turbed—that there are Senators who
believe it is a victory to Kkill, to fili-
buster, to stop, to block this bill.

I urge my colleagues to carefully
consider the consequences of the vote
they are about to cast and the profound
reverberations it will have on Amer-
ica’s economic and national security.

A vote for cloture is, indeed, a vote
for our troops.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Chair lays be-
fore the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2863, the
Department of Defense Appropriations Act of
2006.

Bill Frist, John Cornyn, John Thune,
Jeff Sessions, Lindsey Graham, Saxby
Chambliss, Richard Shelby, Jon Kyl,
Mike Crapo, Mitch McConnell, Ted Ste-
vens, Thad Cochran, C.S. Bond, Conrad
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Burns, Pete Domenici, Judd Gregg,

John Warner.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the conference
report to accompany H.R. 2863, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations
Act of 2006, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 56,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 364 Leg.]

YEAS—56
Akaka Dole McConnell
Alexander Domenici Murkowski
Allard Ensign Nelson (NE)
Allen Enzi Roberts
Bennett Graham Santorum
Bond Grassley Sessions
Brownback Gregg Shelby
Bunning Hagel :
Burns Hatch :nmolg;
Burr Hutchison Specter
Chambliss Inhofe
Coburn Inouye Stevens
Cochran Isakson Sununu
Coleman Kyl Talent
Collins Landrieu Thomas
Cornyn Lott Thune
Craig Lugar Vitter
Crapo Martinez Voinovich
DeMint McCain Warner
NAYS—44

Baucus Dorgan Lincoln
Bayh Durbin Mikulski
Biden Feingold Murray
Bingaman Feinstein Nelson (FL)
Boxer Frist Obama,
Byrd Harkin Pryor
Carper Johnson Reed

Reid
Ch@fee Kennedy Rockefeller
Clinton Kerry Salazar
Conrad Kohl
Corzine Lautenberg Sarbanes
Dayton Leahy Schumer
DeWine Levin Stabenow
Dodd Lieberman Wyden

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this

vote, the yeas are 56 and the nays are
44. Three-fifths of the Senators duly
chosen and sworn not having voted in
the affirmative, the motion is rejected.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. FRIST. I enter a motion to re-
consider the previous vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is entered.

Mr. FRIST. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BURR). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
THOMAS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

(Mr.

———

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT
OF H.R. 2863

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the concurrent resolution
correcting the enrollment of H.R. 2863



