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friends since first grade, Sydney and Megan
are equals in all ways but one: When it
comes to decibels, Megan’s instrument
trumps Sydney’s.

“I don’t like the music we play in class
that much because I can’t hear myself,” said
Sydney. “It’s the CD and Megan. They drown
me out.”

Along with classmate Nick—who learned
the rudiments of his saxophone over the
summer—Megan and Sydney established
themselves as the tone-setters (so to speak)
of the seventh period.

RULE NO. 3

The third rule of sixth-grade boot camp
stipulates that students must learn to as-
semble, disassemble and properly store the
instrument in its carrying case before they
blow a single note.

With Dorries preoccupied with Shaunice
and her flute, Sydney stepped into the
breach.

Turning to fellow clarinetist Kaelan, she
reviewed the rudiments of clarinet assembly
and disassembly she’d learned just weeks be-
fore.

“Mr. Dorries was helping Shaunice,” she
explained later. ‘““‘And (Kaelan) was doing it
wrong. I was afraid that Mr. Dorries would
yell at him, so I helped out.”

‘“‘Besides,” she added with a smile, “I was
bored.”

Not for long.

)

BIG NEWS

In the first week of this month, Dorries
cleared his throat and waited for the din to
die down.

The acerbic band director smiled broadly,
clearly reflecting his pleasure at the an-
nouncement: “We’ve decided to let the Be-
ginning Band butcher the holiday concert.”

““Jingle Bells,” he added, ‘“‘will be the piece
sacrificed on the altar of music.”

Dorries paused. There was more news.
Three students in the class, he continued,
would not be joining the beginning band.

The class shifted nervously, wondering who
would be excluded and why.

“Sydney Everett, congratulations. Megan
Ratcliff, congratulations. Nick Wiegand,
congratulations,” Dorries said. “I’'m about
to hand you three pieces of music. You’ll
continue to work from the red book in class
here. These three other pieces are from the
blue book. The three of you are in Inter-
mediate Band.”

The first thing Sydney noticed when she
glanced at the music—‘‘Jingle Bell Rock,”
“Joyeux Noel” and ‘‘Tequila’—were the
chords.

Dorries picked up on her hesitation.

“I’m going to warn you, there are some
notes in there you haven’t learned yet,” he
said.

Sydney studied the music. ‘“‘Can we write
on the music?”’ she asked.

Dorries looked at her. In 6 weeks, he knew,
Sydney would take her seat on a stage before
friends, family, teachers and classmates. She
would lift a mouthpiece between her teeth
and play an instrument which, when the se-
mester began, she knew existed but hardly
understood.

“You surely can,” Dorries told his student.
“Just make sure you use pencil.”’

———
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Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge an outstanding young lady from
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the Third Congressional District of Tennessee,
Kaylee Marie Radzyminski, of Cleveland, Ten-
nessee. Kaylee is an incredibly special young
lady with great ambitions and a strong sense
of pride in her country and her military.

Kaylee joined the United States Naval Sea
Cadet Corp in December 2002 and has be-
friended many of our men and women in uni-
form as she has traveled to our military bases
and met with our soldiers first hand. In talking
with some soldiers who had just returned from
Irag, she learned that among the things they
missed while away from home was entertain-
ment. So when Kaylee was 14 years old, she
started an organization known today as Tunes
4 the Troops which consists of her collecting
compact discs and DVDs and sending them to
our soldiers who are defending our country.

As of last week, Kaylee has sent over
25,000 CDs and DVDs with a value of over
$375,000.00. Kaylee has raised over $19,000
in cash, goods, and services. The Tennessee
Titans NFL team sent her $4,000 and Outback
Steak House provided her with 300 free meals
recently for a fundraiser where she raised over
$5,000. The money pays for cases, printing,
and shipping costs. So many others are pitch-
ing in now . . . a box manufacturer in Ohio
donates all the boxes and tape; David Smith,
owner of Dick's Graphics in Cleveland, Ten-
nessee, does all the printing at cost; Cleve-
land News Now.net, a media group in Cleve-
land, has given Kaylee office space with all
utilities and Internet access as well as a com-
puter to use there for 2 years; Cleveland High
School, her sponsor in this endeavor, has
given Kaylee a checking account at school to
facilitate the bookkeeping.

Kaylee has set up drop-off locations all over
Bradley County including the Armed Forces
Recruiting Offices, Award Realty, Bradley
County Courthouse, Circuit Court Clerk’s Of-
fice, Cleveland City Mayor Tom Rowland’s Of-
fice, Cleveland High School, Dick’s Graphics,
Bradley County Justice Center, and Southern
Heritage Bank. As of this March, Kaylee has
set up 27 other locations across the country to
collect more CDs and DVDs for Tunes 4 the
Troops with over 20 more boxes scheduled for
delivery in combat zones this month.

Madam  Speaker, 15-year-old Kaylee
Radzyminski understands that she is the fu-
ture of America and that she can look forward
to her future because of the sacrifices made
for her and all Americans. I'm so proud to rep-
resent Kaylee who is using her voice to say
“thank you” to all those serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States of Americal

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN
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Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, | regret
that due to an illness, | missed recorded votes
on March 12, 2007 and March 13, 2007.

Had | been present on those days, | would
have voted in support of H.R. 85, H. Res. 136,
H. Res. 89, H. Res. 64, H. Res. 228, and H.
Res. 222.
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SUPPORT FOR 2007 SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of the upcoming 2007 fis-
cal year supplemental appropriations bill.

Much of the debate on this bill has focused,
quite rightly, on the provisions that codify
President Bush’s benchmarks for Iraq into law.
This is an important subject that | plan to dis-
cuss in depth later this week.

But today | wish to spotlight another ele-
ment of this legislation, one that offers re-
newed hope and opportunity to millions of chil-
dren in Kansas and throughout the United
States: the extension of the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program, or SCHIP.

If you are fortunate enough to have health
coverage, you might not realize what peace of
mind insurance brings. You don’t worry that
your child will wake up with an ear infection
that will cost a month’s rent. You need not
fear that the price of a broken leg will force
you to default on your auto loan, or that the
injuries from a car crash will obliterate a year’s
salary.

But for many Americans, these fears are a
fact of daily life. Forty-seven million of our fel-
low citizens—47 million of our brothers and
sisters and our sons and daughters, 47 million
of our coworkers and colleagues and our
friends and neighbors—47 million of us lack
health insurance.

Worst of all, among those 47 million unin-
sured Americans are nine million children.

This is not just an economic or an institu-
tional challenge. It is the moral crisis of our
age.

The Federal Government has addressed
this simmering emergency through two pri-
mary means. The first is decades-old and
well-known: Medicaid. Medicaid is a good and
vital program, but its scope is very limited. In
some states, if your family earns one dollar
less than the poverty line, you will receive full
Medicaid coverage—but if you earn just a few
dollars more, you're ineligible for any assist-
ance whatsoever.

A sane health care policy must recognize
that families. earning 125% or 150% or even
200% of the poverty line need a helping hand.
And that's where the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program, or SCHIP, enters the
scene. SCHIP introduces badly needed flexi-
bility into the Federal health care system. In
short, it tells the states, “If you want to expand
the eligibility of low-income children and fami-
lies for government-sponsored health insur-
ance, we’ll offer matching funds to help you do
it.”

In the decade since its inception, SCHIP
has proven itself an outstanding success. It
has enrolled six million beneficiaries, dramati-
cally reducing the number of uninsured chil-
dren in our nation.

Later in this legislative session, Congress
will consider extending SCHIP beyond 2007,
and you’d better believe I'll fight every step of
the way for its renewal. But for now our task
is simpler. Due to poor planning and inad-
equate funding from the do-nothing 109th
Congress, 14 states are running out of money
to finance SCHIP through the current fiscal




